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Hints towards forming a Bill for the Abolition of the White 
Female Slave Trade, in the Cities of London and Weft. 
minfter, 


HEREAS many members of both houfes of parliament 

have long been indcfatigably labouring to bring in a 
bill for the amelioration of the condition of flaves in our fo. 
reign plantations, as well as for the abolition of the trade itfelf ; 
by which trade multitudes of frefh flaves are annually made: 
and whereas it is prefumed that the profound attention of thefe 
grave legiflators to this great foreign evil prevents their attend. 
ing to domeftic grievances of the fame nature; it is, therefore, 
humbly propofed, that whilft thefe benevolent fenators are thus 
meritorioufly labouring for the deliverance of our black brethren, 
the printer will, as in duty bound, infert thele loofe hints of a 
bill for the abolition of flavery at home; a flavery which, in 
fome few inftances, it is feared, may be found to involve the 
wives, daughters, aunts, nieces, coufins, and grandmothers, even 
of thofe very zealous African abolitionifts themfelves. 

In our Weft India plantations the tot of flaves is of all de. 
{criptions ; here, it is uniform. There, there are diverfities of 
matters ; if fome are cruel, others are kind; and the worft are 
mortal; here, there is one, arbitrary, univerfal tyrant, and like 
the lamaof Thibet he never dies. Fafhion is his name. Here, 
indeed, the original fubje@ion is voluntary, but, once engaged, 
the fubfequent fervility of the flaves keeps pace with the tyranny 
of the defpot. They hug their chains, and becaufe they are 
gilt and fhining, this prevents them, not from feeling, but from 
acknowledging that they are heavy. With aftomifhing fortitude 
they carry them about, not only without repining, but as their 
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glory and diftinflion. A few females are every where to be 
found who have manfully refifted the tyrant, but they are people 
whom nobody knows; as the free people are the minority, and 
as, in this one inftance, the minority are peaceable perfons, no 
one envies them an exemption from chains, and their freedom is 
confidered only asa proof of their infignificance. 

I propofe to take up the queition on the two notorious grounds 
of inhumanity and tmpolicy + and firft of the firft, as our good 
old divines fay. Here are great multitudes of beautiful white 
creatures, forced away, like their prototypes in Atrica, from all 
the endearing conneétions of domeftic life, feparated from their 
hufbands, dragged from their children, ‘till thefe laft are old 
enough to be alfo engaged as flaves in the fame labour: nay, in 
fome refpeéts, their condition is worfe than that of their African 
brethren ; for, if they are lefs reflri€ted in the article of food, 
they are More abridged in that of reft. It is well known that 
in fome of our foreign plantations, under mild mafters, the flaves 
have, in one inftance, more indulgence than the Englith defpot 
here allows. Some of them have at leaft the Sunday to them. 
felves, in which they may either ferve God, or attend to their 
own families. Here, the tyrant allows of no fuch alleviation. 
So far from it, his rigour peculiarly afligns the fabbath for aés 
of fuperior fatigue and exertion, fuch as long journies, crowded 
markets, &c. And whereas, in our foreign plantations, flaves 
too frequently do the work of horfes; inthe fyftem of domeftic 
flavery, horfes partake of the labour of the flave without dimi- 
nifhing his fufferings; many hundreds being regularly con. 





demned, after the labours of the day are clofed, to tranfport the 
flaves to the fcene of their nightly labours, which {cere fhifts fo 
often, that there is fcarecly an interval of reft; fo that the poor 
animals are expofed the greater part of the night to all the ti- 
gours of a northern winter. 

Again—lf the African flaves go nearly naked, their burning 
clime prevents the want of covering from being one of their 
greateft hardfhips: whereas, though the female flaves of Lon. 
don and Weftminfler were aforetime comfortably cloathed, and 
were allowed by the defpot to accommodate their drefs to the 
feafon, wearing the lighiell raiment in the hotteft weather, and 
thick filks trimmed with fkins of beaits in cold and froft; now 
nakednefs is of all feafons, and many of the moft delicate fee 


males are allowed fo little clothing as to give ose to the hu- 
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mane beholder. In the moit rig orous feafons they are fo exe 
pofed as to endanger their own health, and fhock the se feclings tl 
others. 


The younger flaves are condemned to violent bodily labour, 
from midnight to funnfe. Forthis public fervice they are many 
years pieparing by a fevere drill under a great variety and fuce 
ceflion of polture maftcrs. More compatlion, indeed, feems to 
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be fhewn to the more aged flaves, who are nightly allowed to fit, 
and do their work at a multitude of tables provided for that pur- 
pofe. Some of thefe employments are quiet enough, we!! fuited 
to weaknefs and imbecility, and juft ferve to keep the flaves out 
of harm’s way ; but at cther tables, the labour of the flaves is 
moft fevere ; and though you cannot perceive their fetters, yet 
they muft undoubtedly be chained to the fpot, as appears by 
their inability to quit it; for by their long continuance in the 
fame attitude one can hardly fuppofe them to beat liberty. But 
if their bodies labour lefs than thofe of the more aétive flaves, 
they feem to fuller the fevereft agitations of mind; their colour 
often changes, their lips tremble, and their voice faulters; and 
no wonder, for fometimes all they have in the world is‘at flake, 
and depends onthe next fiight motion of the hand. In one re. 
fpe&t the comparifon between the African, and this part of the 
London flave trade fails; the former, though incompatible with 
the /pirit of our laws, yet is not, alas! carried on in dire& op- 
pofitionto the deter of them; whereas thefe tables, at which 
fome of the Englifh flaves are fo cruelly exercifed, have the can- 
non of an aé& of parliament planted dire&tly in their face; and 
the oddity of the thing is, that the aft is not, as in moft other 
cafes, made by one fet of people and broken by another, but in 
many inftances the law-maker is the law-breaker. 

Many of thefe elderly female flaves excufe their conflant at. 
tendance in the public markets, (for it is thought that, at a cers 
tain age, they might be emancipated if they wifhed it,) by af- 
ferting the neceflity of their attendance "till their daughters are 
difpofed of. They are often heard to lament the hardfhip of 
this flavery, and to anticipate the final period of their labours ; 
but it is obfervable, that not only when their daughters, but even 
their grand-daughters, are taken of their hands, they fill con- 
tinue, from the mere force of habit, and when they are palt their 
labour, to hover about the markets. 

A multitude of fine frefh young flaves are annually imported 
at the age of feventeen or eighteen ; or, according to the phrafe 
of the defpot, they come out. This defpot fo completely takes 
them in as to make thefe lovely young creatures believe that 
the afligned period at which they lofe the gatety and indepen. 
dence of their former free life is, in fatt, the day of their eman. 
cipation, 

I come now to the queflion of zmpolicy. 
like the black, is evidently an injury to fair and lawful com. 
merce, for the time {pent in training and over working thefe fair 
flaves might be better employed in promoting the more profita- 
ble articles of health, beauty, fimplicity, modefly, and induilry ; 
articles which many think would fetch a higher price, and by 
which traffic, both the flave and the flave owner would be inutu- 
ally benefitted. 


This white flavery, 
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Thofe who take up this queftion on this ground maintain alfo 
that it does not anfwer to the flave-holders; for that the markets 
are fo glutted that there is lefs chance of a good bargain, in the 
beft fenfe of the word, where there are fo many competitors, 
and wherethere is fo little opportunity of difcriminating, than 
if the young flaves were difpofed of by private contraét; in 
which the refpeétive value of each individual could be more 
exaétly afcertained. 

In the article of policy alfo, the flaves themfelves are not only 
great lofers; youth and beauty, by this promifcuous huddling 
of flaves together, failing to attra€t attention; but moreover 
youth and beauty are fo foon impaired by hard labour, foul air, 
and late hours, that thofe who are not early difpofed of, on the 
novelty of a firfl appearance, foon become withered, and are apt 
to lie a good while upon hands. 

One ftrong argument brought to prove the impolicy of the 
African flavetrade is, that it isa moft improvident wafte of the 
human [pecies. What devaltation is made in the human frame 
among our white flaves, by working over hours, by lofs of fleep, 
want of clothing, fetid atmofpheres, being crammed in the holds 
of fmaller fhips without their proper proportion of inches— 
what havoc, I fay, is made by all thofe, and many other caufes, 
let all the various baths and watering places, to which thefe poor 
exhanfted flaves are fent every fummer to recruit, after the work- 
ing feafon is over, declare. 

Some candid members have hoped for a gradual abolition, 
concluding that if no interference took place, the evil was be- 
come fo great, it muft needs be cured by its very excefs; the 
event, however, has proved fo far otherwife, that the grievance is 
actually grown worfe and worfe. 

And whereas, aforetime, the flaves were comfortably covered, 
and were not obliged to labour through the whole night, nor to 
Jabour every night, nor to labour at feveral places in the fame 
night ; and whereas, aforetime, the hold in which they were 
confined was not obliged to receive more flaves than it could 
contain; it is now a notorious faét, that their cloathing is 
{tripped off in the fevereft weather; that their labours are pro- 
traéted ’till the morning ; and that fince the late great increafe of 
trade, three hundred panting flaves are often crammed into an 
area which cannot conveniently accommodate more than four- 
{core, to the great damage of the healths and lives of his majefty’s 
fair and faithful fubjeéts. 

From all the above caufes it is evident, that the white flave 
trade has increafed, is increafing, and ought to be diminilhed. 

Till, therefore, there be fome hope that a complete abolition 
may be effeéted, the following regulations are humbly pros 
pofed, 
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Regulation 1{t. That no flave be allowed to {pend more than 
three hours in preparing her chains, beads, and other implements 
for the nightly labour. 

24. That no flave be allowed to paint her perfon of more 
than two colours for any market. 

3d. That each flave be at leaft allowed fufficient covering 
for the purpoles of decency, if not for thofeof health and com. 
fort. 

4th. That no flave be put under more than four pofture maf 
ters, in order to teach her fuch attitudes and exercifes as fhall 
enable her to fetch more money in the markets. 

5th. That no flave be carried to more than three markets on 
the-fame night. 

6th. That no trader be allowed to prefs more flaves into one 
hold than three times as many as it will contain. 

7th. That the fame regard to comfort, which has led the black 
faftor to allow the African flaves aton toa man, be extended to 
the white flaves, not allowing them lefs than one chair to five 
flaves. 

8th. That no white negro driver or horfes be allowed to fland 
in the ftreet more than five hours inadry night, or four in a 
rainy one. 

oth. That every elderly female flave, as foon as her younget 
grandchild is fairly difpofed of, be permitted to retire from her 
more public labours, without any fine or lofs of character, or any 
other punilfhment from the defpot. 

To conclude. The black flave trade has been taken up by its 
oppofers, not only on the ground of zahumanity and impolicy, 
but on that of relzgzon alfo. On the two firft pornts alone have 
I ventured to examine the queition of the white flave trade. It 
would be a folly to enquire into it on this laft principle; it can 
admit of no fuch difcuffion, as in this view it could not ftand its 
ground for a fingle moment ; for if that principle were allowed 
to operate, mitigations, nearly approaching to abolition, muft 
inevitably and immediately take place. 

An ENEMY TO ALL SLAVERY. 





DESCRIPTION of TEIGNMOUTH and zts VICINITY. 
[From the Monthly Magazine. ] 


EIGNMOUTH, aconfiderabie fea-port and watering place 

in Devonthire, is, as its name imports, fituated at the en- 
trance of the river Teing, which takes its iife in the toreft of 
Dartmoor. It is beautifully fituared tor us command of the 
fea, having in its front the entrance of rver Loe, with the 
adjoining white rocks near Budley and Sidmouuih; the weftern 
fide 
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fide commanding the entrance into Torbay. The mouth of the 
harbour has a bar, which makes it difficult to enter, but there is 
good anchorage within; and the river is richly ornamented on 
each fide, fo far up as Newton Bufhel, with numerous villages, 
and hills and vaileys of fine verdure. There is a paflage-boat 
from Teignmouth to Shaldown, on the oppofite fide of the river, 
which is a place chiefly inhabiied by Newfoundland merchants, 
and fifhermen. About a mile from this is Ringmore, whofe inha. 
bitants are of the fameclafs; but fhip-buildiog is carried on, in 
addition, with much fuccefs. Thefe two places appear as 
branches belonging to Teignmouth, and have rifen into repute 
only a few years fince. There are fome lodging -houfes at each; 
but the inconvenience of the paflage over prevents their increafe 
ing very rapidly. The Nefs, juft by the bar, on this fide the 


waier, is a romantic mafs of large ftones, abounding with the: 


limpet, or patella vulgaris, and the common mufcle; and Stoke 
Common, which caufes many a weary walk, affords a delightful 
profpeét of the furrounding country, amply compenfating the 
trouble of afcending to it. We here inect with numerous {pecie 
mens of the erica, 

Teignmouth is divided into two parifhes, called eaff and wef, 
and contains about twelve or fourteen hundred inhabitants. The 
church at Eaft Teignmouth is clofe to the water-fide, and is cone 
fidered to have been built by the Saxons or Dunes. It is not 
only very gloomy, but inconvenient and irregular. The church 
at Weft Teignmouth is modern-built, and fomething like a crofs; 
and the roof is curioufly fupported by branches from a pillar in 
the centre, fimilar tothe wire-work of anumbrella. Thetown is 
incommodious in general ; the flreets are narrow, dark, and dirty, 
and without order or flyle of building mof contufed and tafte. 
Jefs ; perhaps lath and plaifler coloured yellow or white, with 
green doors and window-frames ; but as it is not frequented for 
the comforts of a happy fire-fide, the walk, as it is called, and 
the various furrounding profpecis compenfate for every other ine 
convenience. 

This name is giventoan excellent gravelled path, of about fixe 
hundred feet in Jength, by the fide of the fea, whofe margin pres 
fents a moft beautiful hardened beach of fine fand, continuing 
upwards of two miles in length, towerds one end of which the 
rocks gradually rife to eighty or one hundred feet, prefenting 
here and there, as a relief to their majeilic rugged front, patches 
of elegant verdure. The conchologift meets with few {hell 
worth notice; in general they are of the moft common [pes 
cles. 

The bathing-machines are numerous, and are run into the wa« 
ter with very little trouble by women, as the flope is gradual ; 
they are much ufed by invalids, as well as a warm fali-water 
bath, which has lately been ereétcd. The town has twice been 
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neatly deftroyed by the French; and at Eaft Teignmouth, in 
front of the Bella Villa, when the winds have much difperfed 
the fands, the fites of fome of the houfes are to be feen. This 
has occafioned an obfervation, that the fea gains on our weftera 
coalt, becaufe here it often paifes where houfes formerly ftood ; 
but it fhould be remarked, that the prefent buildings are often 
inundated by the water; and if they were not erefted, it would 
make a ftill farther progrefs into the town; for it is only on a 
ftrong eafterly wind and fpring tides that the fea breaks fo 
high, high-water mark being confiderably below where the ruias 
appear. 

The fhipping belonging here is under the management of the 
cuftom-houfe at Exeter. The Newfoundland trade was followed 
with great advantage fome years ago, but is not now fo extea- 
five; and this decline is not applicable here only, but to the 
other ports in the neighbourhood, fuch as Topfham and Dart. 
mouth, the latter of which was once the molt confiderable, but 
is now lefs than Teignmouth; and the Topfham merchants are 
no longer known. A confiderable coafling-trade is carried on 
with Liverpool, the veffels loading with white clay for the pots 
teries in the north, and returning with coal, falt, &c. for the 
weft, The article of clay has within thefe few years become a 
valuable produét to the owners of land in the parifh of Teing 
Grace, and Kingfteinton. It is dug in pieces of about twelve 
inches {quare, fometimes meeting with a vein containing many 
tons, and in general very near the furface of the earth, fo that 
not much land is deftroyed to come at it, as the chafms are foon 
filled up, and fown with grafs. It isand has long been a fubje& 
of wonder, why a pottery for white carthen ware cannot be 
eftablifhed immediately on the {pot where the clay is dug? But 
the faét is, that fuel is in Devonthire fo expenfive, as not to ade 
mit the carrying on a trade of this fort; and the inhabitants are 
content to fend off the raw materials to the diftance of two or 
three hundred miles, to be manufaétured, and returned to then 
for their own ufe. There is, indeed, a pottery on a very {mall 
{cale, at Bovey, juft by the pits, where is found a coal, but of a 
peculiar quality, and not aff ding a fufficiency for the purpole, 
without an amazing expence, which deftroys the profit.—This 
coal is detined to be of a heown, or brownith black colour, and 
of a laminar texture; the lamina are frequently flexible whea 
frefh dug; though they generally harden on expofure to air. 
Its organic flruéture is difcovered by boiling it in dilute nitrous 
acid, by which its fibres are laid bare. It feems to confitt of 
wood penetrated by petroleum or bitumen, and frequently cons 
tains pyrites, alum, and vitriol. 

As the Teing oe ids with fine falmen in pertieutany the 
Poorer people of Shaldown and Ringmore chiefly fubfitt by 
their feans; their 1 bers of fiihing is granted by Lord € “Jiffurd at 
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an annual rent. They are drawn by women, who appear to be 
of ahardy race, though now (I am told) fomewhat degenerated, 
fince they have been known to undertake the pilotage of fhips in 
and out of the harbour equally with the men. The lower order 
at Teignmouth get their livelihood by fifhing inthe fummer fea. 
fon; 1n the winter they are partly maintained by the parifh, as 
the profits of their hard labour will not enable them to lay up 
{carcely ever any thing tor the winter fubfillence. It is amufing 
to fee the various emotions of thefe people while they are haul. 
ing the fean; the attention paid by each of them to draw it re. 
gularly ; the expreflions of the hope of fuccefs, and of the dif. 
appointment of failure, with the peculiar drefs of the women, 
always attraét more or lefs the attention of the ftranger. There 
are trawi-boats belonging to the harbour, who put fome diftance 
to fea; they are generally about twenty tons burthen, with three 
hands on board ; thefe bring in the fuperior forts of fith, fuch 
as the turbot, kue, foal, plaice, &c. and on their difpofing of 
their ““ luck,” as much art is ufed between them and their cuf. 
tomers who carry itto market, as is atterwards ufed by them and 
the houfekeeper. It is not to be wondered at, that the Jate un- 
fortunate Morland could furnifh his beft fketches from fuch 
fcenes as thefe: they are coniftantly producing new charaéters 
for the pencil of the genius of nature. 
I couid not forbear noticing one morning, when by the fide 
of the filherwomen, the remnant of fuperftitious belief in a 
charm; a gitl who aflifted them, was holding very quietly her 
hand to a man, who muttered fomething to himfelf while he 
gently rubbed the top of a finger. On enquiry what this meant, 
I was told that fhe bad been ftung by a fifh; that this man and 
two or three more only in the town pofleffed the divine art of 
curing it in the manner he was praéitfing, and that he never failed 
of pertorming it. At the clole of the fame day, I met the pa- 
tient at her employment, and inquired whether fhe was healed 
or not ? She replied, yes, or elfe fhe fhould not have been able 
to attend her work. As it was fo fingular athing, I often talked 
of it to fome or other of thefe people, and found that frequently 
this little fifth infufed its poifon fo deeply, as not only to occafion 
the part wounded to {well, but alfoto inflame the whole body toa 
dangerous degree, occafioning, for many hours, a deprivation of 
the fenfes almoft to delisium, and requiring medical and furgical 
affiftance. Another tume I met a mother with her child, about fix 
years old, who had been playing with one of the filh, which flung 
her in the hand ; fhe was alarmed left it might occafion its death + 
a tew days afterwards I faw this woman on the beach, repairing 
her net, and enquired for the child : fhe fhowed it to me, faying, 
that ihe gave  fome drops of Daffy’s Elixir, which prevented 
its being very ill, but that for many hours the pain had been fo 
9 great 
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great, that the child was in fits; its hand was then much {wollen 
and inflamed. 

The excurfions by water in the vicinity of Teignmouth are 
numerous, either up the river Teing, or inthe channel. If to 
the eafbward, it is a pleafant fail down to Torbay. Along the 
coat the voyager paffes in view the pretty parifh of Mary 
Church, fituated juft behind a high rock of limeftone, which 
lines the fhore nearly to the entrance of the bay; and the ro. 
mantic retreat called the Barbican, in the corner of a {mall bay 
of that name. Near this isa quarry where very fine marble has 
within thefe few years been found and worked with great advan- 
tage by fome of the ftatuaries in Exeter, Below are the inex. 
hauflible rocks that fupply the eaftern part of Devon with lime 
for all the purpofes of building and agriculture. If a party 
land at the termination of thefe rocks, and afcends one of them, 
they are eafily conduéted tothe famous cavern called Kent’s 
Hole, whofe fituation has long attraéted the curious fubter- 
ranean explorer. It is fituated at the foot of a rock, and has 
two entrances, around which grow various plants, and among 
them the deadly night-fhade. The largeft and beft entrance is 
about four feet high, and continuing about twelve feet terminates 
ina chamber, with a defcent leading on to the other vaults, 
fometimes the paffage being only high enough for a perfon to 
creep along, fuddenly leading into an apartment {pacious enough 
to contain a hundred perfons. There are five of thefe, but the 
largeft is at the end of an entrance two bundred feet long, which 
barely admits a perfon going through; this is called the Oven, 
and here we meet with a lake of water, which prevents a farther 
progrefs, The whole cavern is hung with petrifaétion, glitters 
ing with a beautiful appearance when the party chances to difs 
perfe, and throw their lights in various direétions in a place where 
darknefs is truly vifible; for it is neceffary that every one who 
ventures in fhould take alight to prevent accidents by foul air, 
&c, Attempts have been made to work the ftones and fpars, 
but they do not prove ornamental. 

The Thatcher and Axftone rocks, at the mouth of the bay, 
command a fine view of the channel, and afford rabbits and vae 
tious birds for the amufement of the fportfman. From Teigne 
mouth up the channel is Dawlifh, the Warren, Exmouth, Star« 
crofs, Powderham Caltle (the feat of Lord Vifcount Courtenay), 
and a variety of places to diverfify the ¢edzum of a refidence 
ata watering-place. The air of Teignmouth is ftrong, but more 
preferred for falubiity than the other towns on the coaft, need« 
Ing noother proof than its increafing yearly in houfes and pos 
pulation, 

I am, Sir, your’s, &c. 
M. 
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FEMALE FAS HIOQONRNS:S. 
For WALKING. 


Cottage bonnet lined with pink bloffom-coloured filk, with 
bowsof the fame, or one of lilac, or azure filk covered with 
fpotted leno ; but large ftraw hats are more approved than either, 
furrounded with pale wreaths of flowers in full bloom. Short 
drefles of fawn-coloured and purple taffeta or far{net, are coming 
greatly into vogue, and fince thread and cotton lace are become 
fo cheap, thefe dreffes are trimmed with beautiful blond, plaited 
round the pocket-holes and bofom. Spanifh cloaks with real 
lace either plain or lined with filk ; leno fcarfs; cloaks of new 
and beautiful manufaéture, of thin yellow taffeta, {potted with 
black or white, are greatly in vogue; fawn-coloured gloves and 
fhoes compleat the drefs. 


For Fut Dress. 


A long robe of pink or chocolate-coloured leno, trimmed with 
blond lace, petticoat of white figured farfnet, or with an oblique 
fatin {tripe, or tunic of filver muflin and long train petticoat 
vandyked with filver; the tunic to be left open, and a veft ap. 
pertainiog to the petticoat made to fit clofe to the fhape, and 
vandyked with filver round the bofom ; turbans ftill continue to 
be admired, to which an argus feather is fometimes added ; wigs 
are at all events exploded, and when no turban is worn, the 
head is ornamented with beads, crefcents, combs, or flowers. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


We have obferved among a few of the higheft ranks of fe. 
males, a fort of apron, (we believe the fafhion to be French), 
compofed either of whute crape or Perfian, extremely fhort, with 
two pocket-holes, made to reach, though with a little fulnefs be- 
hind, all round the waifl, and to tie with long bows of ribbon; 
it is trimmed all round with lace, and has a beautiful and novel 
effeét. The hair is ftill (in defiance of beauty and grace), worn 
by many a la Madona, and a countenance of the utmoft fierté, 
or of the moft decided vacancy, adopts and continues it with 
equal perfeverance. Of trowfers, here and there we obferve a 
few, not (we regret to fay) among thofe who would become 
them moft, They are chiefly worn at balls, and with proper ef- 
fe&t. The white rofe has chaced the red from the toilette of 
our belles, but we truft, that after their fummer excurfions fhall 
have renovated their Aealth, to fee it rellored. 


DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIPTION of 2 BARROW at DARTMOOR. 


To the EDITOR, 

SIR, : 

T is not, at prefent, my intention to enter fully into the hif- 

tory of the barrow or tumulus of the ancients, but only to 
point out aremarkable variety which I difcovered in one I caufed 
to be opened. 

Dartmoor, a wild and wafte tra&t of land, of great extent, in 
Devonhhire, contains many hills of very confiderable elevation, 
whofe fummits are crowned by a great number of barrows or 
tumuli, conflru&ted with large blocks and fragments of granite 
(provincially termed moor-ftone), every where met with in vaft 
quantities. 

On opening one, in the fummer of 1802, of very large di- 
menfions, nearly twenty feet high, I was flruck with the great 
peculiarity of its formation. We began by opening the apex, 
and inthis manner gradually defcended nearly ten feet, when I 
was extremely furprifed to meet with the natural karn, which 
had not been difturbed; fortunately, on further examination, we 
were enabled to get lower, by one of its fides, which exhibited 
afmooth furface (comparatively fpeaking), vertically placed: 
getting ftill lower, a moft curious arrangement prefented itfelf— 
akind of cell or kiftvaen, formed by a number of columnar 
pieces of granite, having one end refling on a ledge of the na- 
tural karn, whilft the other was fupported by a fort of wall of 
fiones, piled on each other, of a femicircular fhape, joining the 
rock at each extremity. Nothing was found in this cavity ex- 
cept a fmall quantity of dark coloured afhes, and fome bony 
fragments known to anatomifts, by being the occipital bone of 
the cranium, and “*{mal! portions of the radius and ulna, of the 
human body. 

I have had feveral others opened in this neighbourhood, but 
never found any like the one under confideration. They were 
all of the general mode of conftruétion, and differed only in 
the form of the kiftvaen, and nature of their contents; which 
were, in one or two inflances, deferving particular notice. I 
fhall not, however, tref{pafs on the reader’s patience by any fur- 
ther rematk on them in this paper. - 

I do not recolle& ever hearing of a barrow of a fimilar conI 
ftruftion having been examined; but fhould I be miftaken, ‘. 
have only to add, that this inftance muft be confidered as a fur 
ther confirmation of the varied ftru@ure of the barrow. 

April 14, 1805. 
5C32 The 











ie 


SiineSEaa es 





= 






NN See gana etn = 










sieht Sepmenh decir 
= 































632 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
The HISTORY of ALPHONSO and ISABELLAY 


N the province of Catalonia, near the town of Lerida, in 

Spain, lived Don Pedro D’Almadovar. He was a. noble. 
man of an elegant and accomplifhed mind, having paffed the 
earlier part of his life at court; and had now retired to his 
caftle, to enjoy the pleafures of a country life. His offspring, 
confifted of an only fon, called Don Alphonfo Manrique ; the 
heir of his father’s virtues, as well as of his fortunes. 

It happened, that in the fame neighbourhood, a few. miles from 
the caftle of Don Pedro, refided Don Ambrofe de Fuentes; a 
gentleman of an ancient defcent, and large eftate. 

As the families were both rich and noble, and refided within 
a moderate diftance of each other, they lived upon the mof 
friendly and agreeable footing. They frequently vifited one 
another at their refpective caftles; and continued together, in 
thofe charming abodes, for many days; tafling the delights that 
cultivated converfation, and change of {cene, are calculated to 
afford. 

Don Ambrofe was a widower, and had a daughter fomewhat 
younger than Aiphonfo, who was alfo an only child. She was 
named Ifabella, and was juftly the delight of her father, becaufe 
fhe was the beautiful reprefentative of her mother, When Don 
Pedro vifited at the caftle of Aranjuex, he frequently carried 
with him the young Alphonfo, his fon; who was generally, on 
thefe occafions, introduced to the company of Donna Ifa. 
bella, as a perfon whofe age and purfuits fuited beft with his 
own; and was fuffered to ramble with her through the grounds 
pening to the caflle, under the in{peétion of a faithful atten. 

ant. 

Amongft thefe fcenes of innocence, and rural pleafure, the 
young people enjoyed the moft exquifite flow of fpirits. They 
became neceffary to each other’s happinefs; and were infpired 
with a mutual paflion, of which they could fearcely trace the 
origin, but which gradually increaled with increafing years. 

This attachment of the children did not efeape the notice of 
the parents. They were gratified with the profpeét it afforded 
of confolidating the ancient friendfhip of their houfes ; and they 
experienced additional pleafure in the thought, that the partiality 
their children thus manifefted for each other, was the refult of 
choice rather than authority. 

Some years had rolled away in this fate of innocent delight, 
when Don Alphonlo obferved with rapture, that period falt ap- 
proaching, which would unite him for ever to his beloved Ifa- 
bella, 

As both Don Alphonfo however, and his father, poffeffed a 
ftrong tinéture of the mjlitary fpirit of the age in which they 
lived, it was by each deemed requifite, that Don Alphonfo fhould 
ferve 
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fervé oné campaign, at leaft, under fome celebrated commander, 
previous to his marriage; to take a fhare in the great tianfattions 
that were then paffing on the theatre of Europe; and to render 
him more worthy of Ifabella. Impreffed with thefe fentiments, 
he determined to enlift uuder the banners of the Emperor Charles 
the Fifth, the greateft captain of the age, who was then warring 
againft the French in Italy. 

Don Alphonfo communicated this determination to his mif- 
trefs, obferving at the fame time, “* thata life of inglorious eafe, 
whilf his countrymen were fig!ting for renown, would ill qua. 
lify him to partake of her deftiny.”’ 

Ifabella received the intelligence of this refolution with an 
heavy heart, but fhe endeavoured to reftrain her feelings; ** Go,” 
fays fhe, “* Don Alphonfo, fince you fay your depariure is ne- 
ceflary to your glory; buta ftrong prefentimen pervades my 
mind, that we fhall meet no more.”’ It was fettled between them 
that they fhould correfpond by letter; and Alphonfo promifed 
to orfit no opportunity of letting her hear trom him. 

Ifabella had been carefully inftruéted in the principles of re. 
ligion, to which fhe had a natural propenfity, by Father Juan, 
confeffér to her family. This good man had known, and ad. 
mired her from her infancy ;- and it had been his higheft ambition 
to infil into her amiable and intelligent mind, an happy refigna- 
tion to the will of providence. Her chief pleafure, in the ab- 
fence of Alphonfo, was to liften to his difcourfe; to hear him 
reafon of a future {tate ; and to receive from him thofe maxinis 
of piety, which were of fuch fervice to her, through the fubfe- 
quent courfe of her life. 

To diffipatethe melancholy with whichthe abfenceof Alphonfo 
had oppreffed her, Ifabella would fometimes refort to the wild 
retreats where fhe had formerly rambled with him. But, alas! 
the beauties of nature had few charms for a mind ill at eafe with 
itfelf, She knew not how it was, but to her it appeared, that 
the woods were neither fo refrefhing, nor the birds fo melodious, 
nor the meadows fo green, as they formerly were. The face 
of nature did not dance before her, and infpite her with 
that lively joy fhe experienced when fhe wandered through 
thofe fcenes in company with Alphonfo; afd her only folid 
fatisfaftion was ftill derived from the exhortations of Father 
Juan. 

In the mean time Alphonfo repaired to his regiment in Italy. 
Here, as the fervice was aétive he had an opportunity of difplay- 
ing his courage, and ot acquiring a confiderable infight into the 
artof war. Hetook afhare in feveral engagements which fol- 
lowed fhortly after his arrival in that country: whilftthe Im- 
périalils were endeavouring to drive the French from the Mila. 

‘nefe, In one ation, it is ftated, that by a skilful and bold ma- 
neeurre, 
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neeuvre, he recovered a poft taken by the enemy, and thus faved 
the left wing of the empcror’s army from deftru€tion. 

For along time Alphonfo was fortunate in his military cas 
reer. At length, however, ina battle, in which the Imperia. 
lifts were routed by the French, he received a dangerous 
wound, and fell upon a heap of flain. His friends, who were 
compelled to retreat, left him on the field, not doubting but he 
was killed. 

Alphonfo, it is true, was de{perately wounded, but he was not 
dead. He lay for feveral hours after the engagement in a ftate 
of infenfibility, and in this condition was found by a neigh. 
bouring peafant, who judging him to be of confequence from 
the {plendour of his uniform, conveyed him to the houfe of the 
curate of the parifh, where it was long uncertain what would be 
his fate. 

During this interval, the report of Alphonfo’s death had 
reached the caftle of Aranjuez. Don Ambrofe was over- 
whelmed with grief upon the occafion, and requefled Father 
Juan to announce the melancholy news to his daughter. The 
confeffor obeyed; and fending to fummon Ifabella to his con- 
feffional, ‘* Daughter,” fays he, as foon as fhe arrived, ‘* I have 
intelligence to communicate, that will put tothe teft thofe prin- 
ciples of refignation, with which I have endeavoured to fortify 
your mind. It has pleafed providence, we hear, to call to a bet- 
ter ftate of exifience our dear Alphonfo, who has fallen in the 
fervice of his country.” 

Ifabella received this newsas a perfon not wholly unprepared 
for the event, but whofe happinefs, in confeqaence of it, was 
totally deftroyed. After an awful filence, in which her feelings 
appeared too big for utterance, fhe replied with firmnefs, “* Father, 
my refolution is taken; nor is that refolution the offspring of 
pafion or caprice. From the firft moment that Alphonfo en- 
tered into this dangerous fervice, the contemplation of his death 
has never been entirely abfent from my mind, and | determined, 
in cafe that event took place, to renounce the world, and dedicate 
myfelf to Heaven.” 

Father Juan applauded her refolution, but advifed her not to 
be precipitate. “ You are yet young, ({ays he) and may not, per- 
haps, be thoroughly acquainted with your own mind. In an 
affair of fuch moment, it were advifeab!e to paufe a little; for 
having given ourfelves to God, we muft not look back to the 
world. Befides, (he added), it is not certain that Alphonfo is 
dead; this report fhould, at leaft, be previoufly confirmed.” 

Ifabella promifed that fhe would wait until the melancholy 
intelligence were more firmly eflablithed ; but affured the father, 
that fhe fubmitted tothis delay, rather out of ref{peét to his ad- 
vice, than from any hope of Alphonfo’s fafety, with which fhe 
ventured to flatter herfelf, 

When 
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When Don Ambrofe firft heard of the intention of his daugh- 


ter to enter into a convent, he became unconfolable; and did 
every thingin his power to diffuade her from her refolution, but 
without effeét. 

Soon after this, the father of Alphonfo received a letter from 
an officer of his fon’s regiment, who was well known to him, 
ftating that Alphonfo was killed in fuch an aétion; that he ftood 
near him during the engagement, and faw him fall. 

This information was confidered as authentic ; and Don Am- 
brofe, finding his daughter ftill inflexible in her refolution of taking 
the veil, no longer oppofed her wifhes.. As her intention was to 
feclude herfelf entirely from the world, that fhe might attain this 
abjef&t more effetiually, it was agreed between Don Ambrofe 
and Father Juan, at the fuggeftion of Ifabella herfelf, that fhe 
fhould be placed in fome remote convent, known only to them. 
felves. 

In purfuance of this refolution, Father Juan wrote to a friend 
inthe north of Italy, a celebrated confeffor; to whom the fa- 
mily of Ifabella was known; informing him of her wifhes, and 
entreating that he would recommend fome convent in his neigh. 
bourhood, in which this lady might wich propriety be placed. 
The conteffor recommended a fociety of the order of St. Brid- 
get, whofe fuperior, Donna Clata de Carvagal, a Spanith lady of 
family, was diftinguifhed for her exemplary piety, and ftriét at- 
tention to the duties of her ftation. At the requeft of Father 
Juan, a lay-fifter was fent by Donna Clara into Spain, to con- 
du& Ifabella to ker convent, with all fecrecy and difpatch. 

When the morning came that was to convey Ifabella from 
Aranjeuz, to the convent of La Roche, Don Ambrofe, Father 
Juan, Ifabella herfelf, and moft of the domeftics, were affembled 
in the chapel of the caftle, to attend divine fervice. As foonas 
this was over, Ifabella confeffed herfelf to Father Juan, and re- 
ceived his benediétion in a manner that drew tears from the eyes 
of all prefent. But when the fatal moment arrived, in which 
fhe was about to ftep into her carriage, Don Ambrofe’s refolu- 
tion forfook him, he clafped his daughter in his arms, and could 
hardly be prfuaded to relinquith her. 

At length, Father Juan prevailed with him to fuffer her dee 
parture; but fo overcome was he with grief, that he was com. 
pelled to folicit this good ecclefiaftic to fupport his daughter to 
her carriage, to which, in truth, the was unab'e to fupport her« 
felf. As they were retiring from the room, Ifabella thanked the 
confeffor, in broken accents, tor his attentions to her fpiritual 
welfare; ‘‘ and now, Sir,” fays fhe, “* I have only to requeft, that 
you will comfort the declining years of my father, and ever re- 
member me in your prayers.” 

Ifabella arrived in lialy without any thing worthy of remark. 
After fhe had refided a fhort time in the convent of La Roche, 
) fhe 
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fhe was fo captivated with the tranquillity of the fcene, that fhe 
determined to take the vows, without conforming to the regular 
noviciate: and was accordingly admitted to the veil with the 
ufual folemnities., 

Intelligence of this event was communicated to her father in 
a letter fromthe abbefs. Don Ambrofe thought his daughter 
premature in this matter; but as the a€t which had now taken 
place was irrevocable, he alfo thought, that he fhould beft pro. 
mote her f{piritual welfare, by rendering her retreat as impene- 
trable as poflible ; and thus fecuring her againft the enquiries of 
friends, who might occafionally interrupt her religious exere 
cifes. Hetherefore gave out, that fhe bad died fuddenly, at a 
relation’s houfe in Italy ; whither fhe had gone for the recovery 


of her health. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 





CURIOUS DISCOVERIES. 


Short time fince, fome labourers employed in digging for 

flints on the South Downs, near Clayton windmill, a few 
miles from Lewes, in Suffex, difcovered, lying near each other, 
about a foot unter the fod, eight large celts, dexteroufly chipped. 
Celts were ufed by the aboriginal inhabitants before the ufe of 
iron was known in this ifland, both as carpenters’tools and as 
weapons of war. 

The fame men, on opening a large prominence, that had the 
appearance of a barrow, contiguous to the above {pot, difcovered 
the remains of a camp kitchen, evidently defigned for the pur 
pofes of cookery, as it contained feveral fire-places, a large 
quantity of wood afes, and many bones of different animals of 
food. This circular pile of flones was, at lealt, fix feet in height 
originally, but having by time fallen into the fod, it at length bee 
came completely covered. In the centre of the excavation 
that remained was found a {mall veflel of unbaked earth, curte 
oufly diffe&ted all round, for the admiflion of air, and fuppofed 
to have been ufed for the purpofe of burning incenfe. This 
pile has been entirely removed, but there are two others adja- 
cent that have not yet been explored. What favours the opie 
nion of their being camp kitchens, is their vicinity to an old 
Roman camp on Wolfenbury-hill, where, on digging lately, 
were found three coins of the Emperor Conftantine, in excellent 
prefervation. 





A REFLECTION. 


OW apt are human beings to repine at their own fituations, 
and to forget in how much more uncomfortable circume 
ftances thoufands of their fellow-creatures are ! 
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Letter from Conftantinople, dated in May, 1805, furnifhes 

the following inftance of Turkith juftice : :—" The new 
grand vizier has given an example of vigorous execution of the 
Jaws. Having received information that many dealers in diffe. 
rent articles of the neceffaries of life fold'them at a higher 
price, and in lefs quantity, than is fixed by the laws, he fet on 
foot a rigid examination, ahd ordered that all dete ed in fuch 
praétices fhould be immediately hanged, without further pro- 
cefs, which fentence has been carried into execution on feveral 
bakers, and a great number of other fhopkeepers, who had been 
guilty of thefe impofitions. The grand vizier has declared and 
proved by his condu€, that ‘he. will .punétually fulfil the dutics 
impofed upon him by his office!” 

If this mode of punifhing extortion be confidered as too fe- 
vere, thofe adopted in other countries are blameably lenient, and 
do not fufficient check fo enormous an evil. The prevalence of 
it operates very oppreflively on the community, and a more pa- 
triotic a€t could not be perfotmed than to devife a means to re« 
medy the evil. 





NAVAL ANECDOTE, 
FTER the battle of Camper Down, in Oftober, 1797, as 


the Dutch admiral was afcending the fide of the Venera- 
ble,to do homage to the Britifh conqueror, a failor, who had 
been on the watch fome time, no fooner faw De ‘Winter mount- 
ing the veffel, than he eagerly thruft his head from an open 
port-hole, and exclaimed, ** Mynhcer A'dmural, we have been 
long on the look-out for you, and I am glad to fee you wit -all 
my heart; you will be kindly received on the quarter-deck, I 
am politive; fo you ought to be, for you fought us like a dra. 
gon, and knocked as about with yoar balls like nine-pins, as you 
ought to do; for which I hope you -will let me have the firft 
fhake of your honourable fift, feeing I have been landing at 
this port-hole, on and off, for thefe two hours.” De Winter 
prefented his hand, and the Englth failor received it very re- 
{pectfully. 


A QUESTION, by a Meafurer of Timber, &c. 


HE equal-bafed trunk of a tree, whofe length was 36 feet, 
meafured more by the true method than by the cuflomary, 
49,32 feet: What is the girth of this tree,and the content 
thereof, both by the true and the cuftomary method ? 
ol. 45. 5 D Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by A. B. to H. T. C.’s Charade, inferted May 20. 
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Y your charade is plainly feen 
A MUFFIN is the thing you mean, 


fr We have received the like anfwer from T. Whicker, and P. Gove, of 
Exeter; and Cornubia, of St, Teath. 








Anfwer, by W. Bichkam, Jun. of Afburton, to W. Mann’s Charade, inferted 
the 20th of May. 


ES: ET recolle@ion brings paft joys tomind, 
Which in thy native Vale are quite refin’d ; 
To paint my feelings, at the parting hour, 
Diétion would fail, tho’ eloquent its pow’ : 

But friend{hip’s flame I’! cherith in my heart, 
And poura VALEDICIION, figh and parr. 


*,* W, Bickham, jun. of Afhburton, has fent a fimilar anfwer. 





Anfwer, by S. Moore, of Horfwell Houfe, to Reclufe’s Rebus, inferted May 27. 
FAM D SIMCOE is the general’s name, 


Whole deeds have gain’d immortal fame. 


*/* Similar anfwers have been received from Cornubia, of St. Teath; John 
Waidron, of Lyme Regis; W_ Gard, of Gittifham; J Reynolds, jun. of 
Cullompton; T. Adey, of Poole ; and J. ‘Channon, of Ottery. 





A REBUS, dy E. R. Bickham, of Newton Bufhel. 
AS element my firft will make appear ; 


And for my next a vowel pray declare ; 
A fruit well known, kind gents. mufl next be fought; 
My laft a fow} from foreign climes firft brought: 
Far be my whole from Albion’ s favour’d ifle, 
And may kind Heav’n e’er deign on us to mile. 





—— $e 


A CHARADE, éy T. Rutger, of Clowance. 





NCE more, fagacious youths, I write, 
Some my flic a to bring to light, 
Which you’ "11, no doubt, reveal ; 
What oft is us*d by youth and age 
And what the bard doth oft eng gage, 
My firft doth faint conceal. 


When pleas’d with nature’s fcenes I rove, 
To yonder fhaded flow’ry grove, 
Then I my next behold, 
Superbly deck’d with crimfon dies, 
Gay bluthing to the azure fkies, 
Its radiant fweets unfold. 


My whole’s a dé: ice by nature plann’d, 
Tho’ not magaoificent or gr ae 
¥ et ple ae , Neat, and g 
* (mall, yet boalts agen foaees fhare 
Of { weet variety—and there 
He! Ronians oft-times flray. 
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STANZAS to a SHOWER. 





AIL gentle fhower ! infpir’d by thee I fing, 

Once more the beauties of reviving {pring 5 
Inf{pir’d by thee the mufe with grateful fire, 
With joys enraptur’d ftrikes the trembling lyre. 


Parch’d was the earth beneath the folar ray, 
And drooping nature haften’d to decay ; 

Ere yet her bluffom’d tints of virgin hue, 
Had {carce their fparkling luftre op’d to view. 


While round the burfting clouds their bleffings pour, 
And Janguid nature all her charms reftore ; 

How lovely thro’ the pleafing fcene to view, 

Her blooming {weets their lively tints renew. 


Delightful change! again the {pringing fields, 

With verdure cloath’d, pafture in plenty yield; 

High waves the corn! while from the fruitful ground, 
Thoufands of flowers fpontaneous {pring around. 


Bright omen of almighty power divine! 

While thro’ the contemplative fcene I view 

Ten thoufand charms, in tenfold fplendour fhine ; 
Here let me mufe, while thoughtful I purfue, 
To trace in nature’s charms the flow’ry road, 
That leads thro’ nature up to nature’s God. 


Clowance. T. RUTGER. 








The WATER-CRESS GIRL. 


A BALLAD». 


! Think on one, whofe artlefs woe 
Flows not from fancy or from fiétion, 
For ah! my lot has been to know 
The depths of forrow and affli€tion., 
My forrows daily multiply, 
And thus, ’till lite’s {hort journey ceafes, 
Compel me day by day tocry, 
** Come buy my young {pring water-crefles.” 


My father once in humble eafe, 
His peaceful family proteéted, 

And fortune {mil’d, ’till pale difeafe 
Combin’d with loffes unexpected ; 

*Twasthen, with want and ficknefs worn, 
lis conftitution broke to pieces, 

He died! and left me here to mourn, 
And cry my young {pring water-creffes. 


My mother then work’d hard for bread, 


Tillage and pain her Rrength impeded ; 
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But.ev’ry comfort then was fled, 
And ev’ry woe as foon fuccceded : 
And now to fad diftrefs a prey, 
Her mis’ry ev’ry day increafes, 
And I am fore’d from home to ftray, 
Tocry my young fpring water-crefles. 


Let then a haplefs wand’rer’s tale 

To pity’s bofom gain admittance: 
O let the tears. of woe prevail, 

And grant, O grant the fcanty pittance! 
So fhall my heart, ’till life’s laft clofe 

My anguifh’d breaft from pain releafes, 
Still throb with gratitude for thofe 

Who buy my young {pring water-crefles, 


Tington, near London. JACQUES. 





On VISITING a SCENE in ARGYLESHIRE. 
By W. CampBELL. 


T the filence of twilight’s contemplative hour, 
I mus’d in a forrowful mood, 
On the wind-fhaken weeds that embofom the bower, 
Where the home of my forefathers ftood ; 
All ruin’d and wild is their rooflefs abode, 
And lonely the dark raven’s fheltering tree, 
And travell’d by few is the grafs-cover’d road 
Where the hunter of deer and the warrior trod, 
To his hills that encircle the fea, 


Yet wand’ring I found, on my ruinous walk, 
By the dial-{tone, aged and green, 
One rofe of the wildernefs left on its flalk, 
To mark whete a garden had been; 
Like a brotherlefs hermit, the laft of its race, 
All wild in the filence of nature it drew 
From each wand’ring fun-beam a lonely embrace ; 
For the night-weed aod thorn overfhadow’d the place 
Where the flowe: of my forefathers grew. 


Sweet bud of the wildernefs, emblem of all 
That furvives in this defolate heart, 
The fabric of blifs and its centre may fall, 
But patience fhall never depart; 
Tho’ the wilds of enchantment all vernal and bright, 
Inthe days of delufion, by fancy combin’d, 
With the vanifhing phantoms of love and delight, 
Abandon my foul like a dream in the night, 
And leave but a defart behind. 


Be hufh’d my dark {pirit, for wifdom condemns, 
When the faint and the feeble deplore ; 
Be firong as the rock of the ocean, that flems 
A thoufand wild waves of. the fhore. 
Thro’ the peril of chance, and the fcow] of difdain, 
May thy front be unalter’d, thy courage clate ! 
Ab! even the name I have worthipp’d ia vain 
Shall awake not the figh of remembrance again— 
To bear is to conquer our fate, 
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